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My Dear Friends in Christ, 

There are tremendous possibilities for life-changing, life-giving ministry all around us. I believe that Holy Trinity could 

be on the brink of claiming those possibilities as our own. It takes the presence and engagement of every one of us to 

make that happen. Holy Trinity is wonderful community that is worth introducing to people, especially to those who 

don’t know what it’s like to be part of a Christian family that welcomes and affirms all people. We have something spe-

cial here. We have our loving, liberating, life-giving God. We have people who love each other and take care of each 

other. We have good news to share! 

We also have a ministry field right on our doorstep that is rich with opportunities for sharing that good news. Clemson 

University is the reason that we are on our “holy hill” in the middle of everything. We have a small city across the street 

from us, consisting of not just students, but also, faculty, staff, alumni, and visitors. God has placed us here; I believe 

God is calling us to ministry here. The question that follows from that belief is this: How are we equipped to answer 

that call? 

Last year Fr. Noah, Emma Harrington (our Canterbury Peer Minister), and Sue Smink began working as our Lead 

Team with The Vinery, an organization whose goal is to develop enlivening, affirming collegiate communities in con-

gregations near university campuses. Lead Teams from congregations around the country and from several denomina-

tions gather virtually and in person to share in the learning experiences provided by The Vinery. I stepped in with Fr. 

Noah’s departure and have spent a few months getting caught up with the course of development of strategies for en-

hancing and growing our ministry with the University community. We have added new members to our Lead Team, 

Lynn Smith and Charlie Curtis, to strengthen our work with The Vinery in our second and final year with the course. 

It is necessary, as a parish, to become intentionally aware of our motivations, expectations, and goals for our ministry 

with the University community. The first step is a process of deep listening within the parish to identify the gifts that 

God has provided for ministry with the University community and listening deeply to that community to identify their 

needs. Then we listen deeply, with the guidance of the Holy Spirit, to recognize where our gifts and the community’s 

needs come together. All along the way, we will discover ways for equipping each member of Holy Trinity for ministry 

with the University community that is life-giving for everyone involved.  

Your part in this vitally important work of discernment is first to pray. Deep listening is most effective when our hearts 

and minds have been well-prepared in prayer. Pray for all the people who make up the small city on our doorstep. Pray 
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who make up the small city on our doorstep. Pray for understanding of the needs they have, spiritual and practical 

needs. Pray for God’s guidance in discerning your call to respond to those needs. God may be calling you to provide 

support for an existing ministry of Holy Trinity—worship, fellowship, formation, or service—or God may reveal to 

you a new way of reaching out your hands in love.  

In the coming months, our Vinery Lead Team will be inviting parishioners to share their responses to discerning ques-

tions about Holy Trinity’s relationship with the University community: 

How would you describe our historical connection to Clemson University? 

Using a single word or phrase, how would you describe our existing connection to Clemson University? 

What advantages do you see for an Episcopal congregation’s ministry with the University? What might we offer to 

the University community that other organizations either cannot or will not? 

What barriers are you aware of for living out our mission to love with the heart of Christ, think with the mind of 

Christ, and act in the world as the body of Christ in the University context? 

What do you see as the future of our connection to the university community, and how do we get there? 

It will take all of us, praying, listening, discerning, and working together to get to the future where we are joyfully and 

faithfully fulfilling our call to ministry with the University community. If you would be interested in learning more 

about our work with The Vinery, please contact me or one of the Lead Team members. We will soon need to expand 

the team. Maybe God is calling you join us! 

Much love, Suz+ 
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Vestry Update—January 2023 
 

The parish election was concluded on January 16, 2023. It was an 
uncontested election. We received 53 certified votes (meaning that 
the names on the ballots were on the list of qualified voters) and 5 
uncertified votes (meaning that there was no identifier on the ballot 
or envelope). The 2023 Vestry was commissioned at the Annual 
Meeting on January 22, 2023. 
 
Senior Warden Ellen Haase 2023 
Junior Warden Bill Hurst 2023 
 
Jan Cribb 2021-2024 
Jenn Ellison 2021-2024 
Harry Morse 2021-2024 
Charlie Curtis 2022-2024 
 
Mel Harriss 2022-2025 
Betty Snowden 2022-2025 
Mark Stokes 2022-2025 
Jean Ellen Zavertnik 2022-2025 
 
Andrew Baker 2023-2026 
Jody Hunter 2023-2026 
Chesley Rowe 2023-2026 
Hap Wheeler 2023-2026 
 
Other officers elected are our Delegates to the Annual Diocesan Convention—
the Delegates serving at the 101st Annual Convention of the Diocese of Upper 
South Carolina will be: Kevin Hughes, Eric Naeseth, Kirby Colson, and Lynn 
Smith. 
 
The Episcopal Day School Board members are: Betty Snowden (Vestry Repre-
sentative and Chair), Hap Wheeler, Sally Morrell, Lura Forcum, Katherine 
Brooks, Judy Stech, Jane Vaughn, John Wheeler, and a Vestry Representative 
to be named.  
 
Please keep all of our parish leaders in your prayers as they pray for you. 
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January 2023 Tempo Financial Report 
Bob Taylor, Treasurer 

 

Thanks to many people un-selfishly helping, we survived the Financial Year 2022 better than ex-
pected, but not in good financial shape for 2023.  We are particularly grateful for the Holy Trini-
ty Parishioners who continue to financially support Holy Trinity’s Programs and Missions. The 
Stewardship campaign was more than $100,000 short of its goal and required major reductions 
for 2023 in Clergy (no assistant rector replacement), in the Diocesan Assessment payment and 
in funds for outreach.  However, designated gifts continue to be very generous and were signifi-
cant in the Nave enhancement and in the retirement and payments of Trinity Place loans.  Some 
specific financial notes of interest include: 
 
The Parish had designated gifts of almost $600,000 to Trinity Place over the past three years 
which enabled the early retirement of the acquisition loan and the demolition loan.  Moreover, 
the 2020 construction loan payoff date has been reduced from February 2040 to March 2038.  
Ample Trinity Place donations and parking revenues have been sufficient for loan payments 
(this pattern is anticipated to continue for the next few years). Additional principal only pay-
ments (when possible) and will continue to shorten the payoff date of the remaining loan 
(which is Holy Trinity’s only indebtedness).  Following the January payment, the balance on the 
construction loan was $1,281,768.70. 
 
There are adequate balances in most funds, except for the Building Maintenance Fund and the 

Reserve Funds.  Both the 2021 & 2022 Operating Statements of Mission had scheduled deficits 

which were to be covered by surpluses of previous years and reserve funds (funds set aside for 

financial shortfalls or unexpected major expenses).  The 2023 Operating Statement of Mission 

has planned income of $466,500 and planned expenses of $466,500. 

 

Facilities expenses continue to increase annually, and the additional costs of damaged equip-
ment associated with the early December electrical issues and the frozen/burst pipe in 
the Parish Hall may present major financial challenges in 2023 unless many of these unex-
pected expenses are covered by insurance reimbursements. 

 
Holy Trinity has been blessed to be included in Beth Kunkel’s will, and more details will be 

shared with the Parish as Probate of the Will is executed over the next few months. 
 

Current financial data will be included in Tempo monthly. (see page 5) 
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Stewardship Notes 
 
Love is the first subject cited in our 2023 Stewardship Drive motto, Love, Faith, 
Hope. And rightly so. Without love, a Stewardship drive is impeded severely and 
cannot reach its hoped-for fruition. In fact, love is the foundation and center of 
Christianity itself. Christianity could not be sustained except through God’s love 
living within Christians and expressed through them. The following is the Refrain 
of a hymn I still have in my mind from my youth, and I think expresses the 
thought well: 
 
Love is the theme, Love is supreme, 

Sweeter it grows, glory bestows. 
Bright as the sun, ever it glows. 
Love is the theme, the eternal theme! 
 
The Parish needs your pledge, through your 
love. The Parish can only function to the extent 
of its pledges. Our pledges are an expression 
of love to God, love to the Parish, and love to 
others. Failure to reach our goal will not only 
mean a restriction on our planned programs for 
the year, but will limit the sharing of our bless-
ings with the outside world. 
 
By Jim Reed 
 

Financial Summary 
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LENT 2023 

Lent is a period of 40 days during which Christians remember the events leading up to and includ-

ing the death of Jesus Christ, whose life and teachings are the foundation of our faith. The 40-day 

period is called Lent after an old English word meaning 'lengthen'. This is because of the time of 

year when it happens, as this is when the days start to get longer, as we approach the Spring Equi-

nox. Lent is a penitential time of reflection and of asking for forgiveness, and when we prepare to 

celebrate Jesus's resurrection at the feast of Easter, which comes at the very end of Lent. 

Lent begins on Ash Wednesday, which falls on February 22nd this year. The Proper Liturgy for Ash 

Wednesday includes readings that reflect the solemnity of the occasion, the Litany of Penitence, 

and the imposition of ashes, administered with a sobering reminder of our mortality. We will offer 

the Proper Liturgy for Ash Wednesday in the Nave at Holy Trinity at 12:30 pm and 7:00 pm. In 

years past, we have offered a shorter service designed for children in the late afternoon, and we 

will do so again this year.  

Our Lenten worship services tend to be more subdued than in other seasons, although we still 

greet the Real Presence of our Lord in the Holy Eucharist with joy and gratitude. Each service will 

begin with either the Great Litany or the Penitential Order provided for use in Lent. Our song of 

praise at the beginning of each service will be the Kyrie Eleison—Lord have mercy.  As we move to-

ward Holy Week and its great solemnities, we will settle into the spiritual riches that the season of 

preparation has to offer.   

The observance of a holy Lent traditionally includes practices of “self-examination and repent-

ance…prayer, fasting, and self-denial” and the reading of Scripture. The fast one chooses should be 

considered thoughtfully, seeking to deny oneself for the sake of drawing closer to Jesus in solidari-

ty with the 40 days of fasting that he endured after his baptism. More than giving up a favored 

treat, it should be a real sacrifice that cuts away dead wood from our daily routines. For this rea-

son, many people consider a social media fast for the season of Lent, spending their scrolling time 

in prayer or study of Scripture instead. 

Continued on next page. 
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Whatever fast you choose, remember that the prophets often reminded the people of God that 

the form of the sacrifice doesn’t matter nearly so much as its intent and impact.  

Is not this the fast that I choose: 

to loose the bonds of injustice, 

to undo the thongs of the yoke, 

to let the oppressed go free, 

and to break every yoke? 

Is it not to share your bread with the hungry, 

and bring the homeless poor into your house; 

when you see the naked, to cover them, 

and not to hide yourself from your own kin? 

Then your light shall break forth like the dawn, 

and your healing shall spring up quickly; 

your vindicator shall go before you, 

the glory of the Lord shall be your rear guard.—Isaiah 58:5-8 

 

The Season of Lent offers the opportunity to prepare for the light that breaks forth at Easter,  

the glory of the Resurrected Lord that protects us from the power of sin and death.   
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Children’s Choir 

As I look around church on Sunday mornings, I see so many children returning 
to worship; and in my mind I think how wonderful it would be to have even half 
of those children participating in our children’s choir. Of the five children who 
have continued to rehearse through trying times, we are blessed to have three 
from other churches join us.  If your child likes to sing, we welcome him/her 
into the rehearsals at any time.  Former members are welcome to rejoin at any 
time as well.   

 
All groups rehearse on Wednesday evenings, with Grades K-3 meeting from 
4:45-5:05 p.m. Grades 4-8 join the younger group from 5:00-5:05 to combine 
on an upcoming anthem, and then continue rehearsing from 5:05-5:30.  The 
older group sings on the first Sunday of every month (September – June).  The 
younger children join them on the first Sunday of October, December, March, 
and June, as well as Lessons & Carols, Christmas, and Easter.  If we had enough 
members, the ideal would be to have three levels of children: K-2, 3-5, and 6-8.   
 
If  your child would like to participate, please email (cspejewski@gmail.com) 
or text (864-650-8480) Cynthia Spejewski.  If your child friends who would al-
so like to sing, we would welcome them as well.  

Worship 
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Outreach Expenditures in 2022 
Excerpted from the Annual Report 

Being back in church in person has definitely been the highlight of this year. Members of 

Holy Trinity continue to be engaged in and foster direct outreach activities both locally 

and internationally. A total of $29,000 was allocated for Outreach by the Vestry in the 

2022 Statement of Mission. The Outreach Committee met quarterly throughout 2022 to 

discuss allocation of funds and specific needs of our different ministry commitments.  

Based on the assessed need, these charities directly received outreach funds in the follow-

ing amounts during 2022: 

Clemson Child Development Center    $1600 
Clemson Community Care ...............      $100 
Clemson Free Clinic .........................      $100 
Our Daily Bread ...............................      $100 
Our Daily Res ...................................    $1500 
Safe Harbor II ...................................    $3000 
Episcopal Relief and Development ..      $100 
Family Promise .................................    $3500 
Haiti University Students                        $12,000 
Shaw Center ......................................    $2500  
Paw Pantry ........................................      $500 
Afghan Refugee Needs .....................      $304.89 
Partners In Health-Medication .........     $3340      
Priest’s Discretionary Fund ..............      $355.11 
 

Many of our parishioners donate untold hours of their time volunteering with many of the 
organizations you see listed above as well as others that did not make it as a distribution 

line item.  In addition, many of our parishioners also donate funds directly to these organ-

izations and others. These ministries cannot be quantified, but they make our presence 
known in the community. Holy Trinity’s outreach to the greater community is much more 
than just the above budget items, although in many cases, cash is exactly what is needed! 

 

The Outreach Committee is thrilled to welcome new members: Anne Bryan and Ginny 
Gaulin! If you would be interested in joining this ministry team, please contact Rachel 
Mayo or Rachel Rowe. 

Outreach Update 



SINGING ROOSTER COFFEE 
Written by Dr. Harry Morse 
 

SPECIAL ORDER SINGING ROOSTER COFFEE & CHOCOLATE 
Perhaps the best quality and certainly best tasting fresh coffee available anywhere in 
the Upstate is 
Singing Rooster fair-trade Haitian Mountain Blue. Grown on the volcanic mountain-
sides in rural Haiti 
and currently being harvested in our villages of Bois Joli and Morne Michel, high qual-
ity and 
exceptional taste are their hallmark. Remembering that 70% of the proceeds from 
each sale go directly 
back to Haiti. Of each $12 purchase only $4 goes toward processing, shipping and 
handling while $5 
goes directly back to the farmers and $3 goes to support our University Students 
from Cange. 
CHRISTMAS GIFTS FOR THOSE HARD TO GET FAMILY, OFFICE, AND FRIENDS 
TO ORDER YOUR GOURMET COFFEE AND CHOCOLATE, SIMPLY PRINT THE AT-
TACHED FORM, COMPLETE 
AND MAIL OR DELIVER WITH YOUR CHECK TO THE CHURCH OFFICE. ORDERS RE-
CEIVED BY FRIDAY 
DECEMBER 9 WILL BE AVAILABLE FOR PICKUP ON THURSDAY DECEMBER 22. 
CONTACT HARRY MORSE BY TEXT, PHONE, OR EMAIL. 
$12-14 PER 12 OZ. BAG Coffee -- payable to: Holy Trinity Outreach. 
For more serious, cost, and environmental waste conscious coffee consumers we can 
order a 
5 pound bag for $60. $12 per 16 OZ. a real bargain!! 
 

Order form found HERE!!! 

Outreach Opportunities 
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Adult Christian Formation  
LIVING COMPASS: LIVING WELL THROUGH LENT 2023 

The Living Well Compass organization exists to support wellness by providing resources for cre-
ating balance in life. This daily devotional provides a foundation for seeking a deeper experience 
of Lent—one that will help prepare us for the true meaning of Easter. It can be used individually 
or as the basis of a small group to support each other through the Lenten journey. There will be 
a number of these booklets available beginning Sunday, February 19. You can also download the 
booklet in pdf form from the Living Well website: www.livingwell.org. Living Well also provides 
the devotions via email. Please contact Mtr. Suz if you would be interested in participating in a 
small group through the season of Lent. The group would meet online early in the morning one 
day of each week in Lent—the day to be determined by the group. 
 

ONGOING ADULT CHRISTIAN FORMATION OFFERINGS 

THE PEACEFUL CAREGIVER 

 Sundays at 9:30 - 10:15 upstairs in parish hall. Mel Harris is leading the class based on the 

book The Peaceful Caregiver: From Stressed to Blessed (The Heart of the Caregiver) by 

Mary Tutterow (Click link if you would like to order the book). No advance reading needed - 

simply come as you are. The class is for those of us that find ourselves caring for an older loved 

one - whether it be a parent, aunt, uncle, friend…. Whether it’s close or miles away. We all know 

that it isn’t easy juggling daily activities and caring for someone. Hopefully this group will help 

us find peace together. The class is open to anyone - even those that don’t go to HT. Childcare 

available. 

 

SUNDAY MORNING BIBLE FELLOWSHIP 

Sundays at 9:30-10:15 in the Tom Davis Library. Ellen Haase leads discussion on the read-

ings set for each Sunday. The conversation is lively and informal, connecting the Bible readings 

to our daily lives.. Bring a cup of coffee over from the Parish Hall and join in. 

 

TUESDAY MORNING BIBLE STUDY 
Tuesday mornings at 11:00 on Zoom. Mtr. Suz leads a deep-dive discussion on each of the 
readings for the following Sunday. This “Reflectionary” study is open to anyone who wants to 

learn more about the Bible in a relaxed setting. Zoom link provided in each week’s HT Notes. 

 

Growing in Christ 
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Community 

Episcopal Church Women Happenings 
 
Who belongs to ECW? Why, any woman who is part of an Episcopal Church be-
longs to ECW! ECW exists to provide worship, formation, fellowship, and service oppor-
tunities for women in the Episcopal Church. 
 
Calling all women of Holy Trinity! We are starting to plan the 2023 Holy Trinity 
Women’s Retreat, taking place August 18-20. Location and theme are TBA. If you are in-
terested in helping with the planning of our next retreat, please join us at Hartwell Vil-
lage Starbucks at 1 pm on Thursday February 23. For more information please contact 
Nanine Hartzenbusch Fox at naninephoto@gmail.com  
 
Join us at Holy Trinity Women’s Night Out - come to Sole on the Green in Clemson on 

Thursday February 23 at 5:30 for an evening of fun and fellowship. We hope to make 

this a monthly gathering of our church women. Please contact Nanine Hartzenbusch 

Fox at naninephoto@gmail.com to reserve.  

 

New Member Welcome 

As new members join Holy Trinity, we will use this space to welcome and introduce  

them. We are happy to  welcome Jim and Betty Johnson! 

 

We are transferring our membership 
from The Church of the Advent in Spar-
tanburg as we recently moved to Clem-
son. We have 3 children and 8 grandchil-
dren with 2 of them currently enrolled in 
Clemson University. Jim is a retired OB/
Gyn and Betty retired RN. We look for-
ward to being a part of this thriving con-
gregation serving God.  
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Learning Opportunities in the Community 
 
STANDING IN AWE 
Plan to join us on Sunday, February 19 for a Lunch n Learn with Pastor Bruce Booher. Hold pieces of 
other worlds and wonders of our Earth, share memories of times your heart went "Wow" at the 
awesome beauty of our world, and explore how both science and our faith call us to stand in awe at 
the mysteries and wonders of God's marvelous creation. This will be held at 12:15 in the Fellowship 
Hall at University Lutheran Church, 111 Sloan Street. Please contact Pastor Jon Heiliger, pastor-
jon12@gmail.com or 843-304-5664 if you have any questions or plan on attending. 
 
LENTEN LUNCHES  
The Alliance of Pendleton Area Churches will be hosting Lenten Lunches on Wednesdays during 
Lent. Each week the lunch will be hosted by a different church in the Pendleton area. Lunches begin 
at noon. All are welcome and encouraged to attend. This is a great way to strengthen relationships 
in our community. The Good Friday service is always held at St. Paul’s, and clergy from the other 
churches are invited to participate in leading the service. The schedule of churches will be provided 
in HT Notes and other communications as soon as it is available. 
 
At the River--A Memoir of Struggle and Grace in the Segregated South 
by Carolyn Crowder will be screened in the Fort Hill Presbyterian Church sanctuary on Monday, Feb-
ruary 6th beginning at 6:00 PM with a discussion following.  Light snacks will be provided at 5:30 
for enjoyment in the arcade before the showing.  The cost is free.  We ask that you register at the 
Fort Hill Presbyterian Church office at 864-654-2061. Fort Hill Presbyterian Church is located at 
101 Edgewood Avenue, Clemson, SC.  Parking is available in the lots across from the sanctuary and 
handicapped parking is next to the sanctuary. For more information about the movie and to watch a 
teaser, visit http://carolyncrowder.com/  We hope you will join us!  
 
CALLED TO MINISTRY? 

On March 25th of this year, we are having a Day of Information for Ordained Ministries in the Dio-
cese of Upper South Carolina. This Day of Information will be hosted by the Commission on Minis-
try, which is named to recruit, interview, and recommend people for the ministries of the church, es-
pecially the ordained ministries. This Day of Information will begin a yearly process of recruitment, 
interview, and recommendations for ministry. We will start with presentations on ministry, orders, 
and an overview of the process. If you or someone you know may be gifted for a specific ministry in 
the Diocese of Upper South Carolina, this is the moment to begin discerning with us whether that 
call may be vocational. 

http://carolyncrowder.com/
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February Birthdays:       
  1 – Carmen Parkinson        
  3 – Katie Campbell-Smith        
  4 – Donna Davis         
  4 – Bethany Henry      
  5 – Jacqui Dunn    
  5 – Louise Kaye               
  6 – Anna Tollison        
  7 – Ryan McMullan         
  9 – Lucy Rollin        
  9 – Greyson Tindal       
  9 – Eunice Waddington      
  9 – Mellie Warner       
11 – Drake Bishop       
13 – Anna McKenna       
14 – Claiborne Linvill            
16 – Greg Vaughn       
18 – Tina Robbins       
21 – Abby Poole   
21 – Michael Walker   
23 – Nell Hacker       
24 – Jeffery Ann Yang       
26 – Sylvia Titus       
27 – Betty Carter       
28 – Amelia McMullan       
 

February Anniversaries: 

 1 – Diana & Don Manly 

 7 – Ken & Barbara Weaver 

13 – Bob & Martha Green 

 

 

 

March Birthdays:    
 1 – Alice Ellison                               
 1 – Beth Poole    
 1 – Bill Purkerson III   
 1 – Priscilla Wentworth    
 2 – Bonnie Eisenbies 
 3 – Savannah Hawkins   
 5 – Dawson Luke    
10 – Andrew Maiberger   
14 – Jennifer Woodall  
16 – Jennie Abercrombie 
16 – Addison Murphy 
17 – Robert Wood 
18 – Richard Zavertnik 
22 – Bert Fox 
22 – Ginny Gaulin      
22 – Henry Turnbull 
23 – Jodie Allen     
24 – Clyde Gorsuch 
25 – John Trice 
26 – Hunter Eidson  
26 – Travis Murphy 
30 – Shannon Quattlebaum 
30 – Gerry Spejewski   
 
      
March Anniversaries:      
12 – Jim & Judy Fairey         
18 – John & Jodie Allen     
 
 

Birthdays & Anniversaries 


