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My Dear Friends in Christ,

Your Vestry and | are preparing to work together on our Mutual Ministry Study (MMS) for
this year. In our three-year cycle of MMS, we begin with the tight focus of Rector and Vestry;
the second year is focused on Rector, Vestry, and Ministry Leaders. The third year widens
the focus to include the entire parish. We are in the first year of the current cycle, so we are
looking at how to fulfill our responsibilities as Rector and Vestry. One of the most important
responsibilities we have in our mutual ministry is to define the vision for the current cycle
and to plan for its implementation.

Our mission statement has served us well for a very long time, and I believe it will continue
to do so for a good while to come. We seek to be a people who love with the heart of Christ,
think with the mind of Christ, and act as the Body of Christ. Everything we do as a parish
should ideally fulfill this mission. The mission is what we do. The vision is how we do it.
Figuring out the how is the work that the Vestry and I will be undertaking over the next
several weeks.

As I've been thinking about this work, | keep coming back to the conversation that we had
at our last Vestry meeting about watchwords. This concept was the subject of a chapter of
When Church Stops Working!, a book that we've been studying together for the past several
months. A watchword is a shorthand way of telling the story of a group of people. Its
purpose is to direct our attention toward that story. It provides a lens through which we can
focus our purpose and activity for a season or two. It isn’t meant to provide guidance and
direction for the long term, as a mission statement does. It doesn't provide a strategic plan
for short-term, as a vision will do. It is more of a rallying cry to give heart to us in our
ongoing efforts to fulfill our mission.

I have to confess that | was not prepared to propose a watchword to the Vestry when we
met and discussed that chapter of our book. But my mind and heart keep returning to that

.




idea. As I look around Holy Trinity in the current moment, the story I see unfolding
amongst us is a story of growth. I see gardens beginning to burst forth in beauty and
bounty. | see children growing in their love for Jesus and his church. I see fellowship
growing and building again after the isolation of the pandemic. I see our worshiping
community growing in both numbers and in spiritual depth. If | were to suggest a
watchword now, it would be based on the words of the Letter to the Ephesians:

By speaking the truth with love, let’s grow in every way into Christ, who is the head.
The whole body grows from him, as it is joined and held together by all the supporting
ligaments. The body makes itself grow in that it builds itself up with love as each one
does its part.—Ephesians 4:15-16 Common English Bible

The watchword I would suggest is this—We are growing in Christ. | think it fits beautifully
with our mission statement. It captures our story of the current moment. It is aspirational
and inspirational. I will keep that watchword for myself as I continue to work
collaboratively with your Vestry to dream about our mission to love, think, and act as Jesus
has shown us to do. Please pray for our ongoing work of discerning the vision—the how—
of fulfilling that mission for the next two and a half years of our current cycle.

Much love, Suz+
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https://www.holytrinityclemson.org
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Spring has arrived. The grounds of Holy Trinity are filled with beautiful spring flowers thanks to the
hard, faithful and loving work of Byron Harder. As | walk up to any of the doors at Holy Trinity l am
blessed by the beauty of God’s and Byron Harder’s work. | hope that that you will take a few
minutes or longer to enjoy and appreciate the beauty of our grounds.

We have begun the search and call process for an assistant priest. Please pray for the call
committee as they undertake this task. Lastyear’s Mutual Ministry Study made it clear that we
need an assistant priest. Please pray that God will bless our search, and our Parish will be a
blessing to our next assistant priest.

We are excited to have the new roofs on the buildings of Holy Trinity. The process of replacing the
hailed damaged roofs has been a long one but has been achieved through the hard work of our
Junior Warden, Chris Heerwagen. St Paul’s Thrift Shop will be getting their new roof in April and St
Paul’s Church’s new roof will follow.

You can see the excellent work of our Sexton, Jeff Johnson. He had Jim Hylkema'’s big shoes to fill
but it appears that once again, God has answered our prayers and brought the right person to our
staff.

Episcopal Day School continues to be a blessing to our Parish and to the Community. Please note
all the current worksheets and artwork posted in the Parish Hall. Itis amazing to see the growth of
these young students. The Board and staff doing great work!

Holy Week and Easter will be here soon. Many services will be available at Holy Trinity and St
Paul’s. Please say extra prayers for our staff, choir, and worship volunteers during this very special
season. Plan to attend a special service that you have not attended before during this time to
increase your knowledge of the opportunities for worship that Holy Trinity offers.

May brings the end of the academic year. We will miss our Clemson students as they graduate or
move on to their summer jobs. Our high school graduates will need our prayers as they move into
different worlds in the months ahead. Keep them all in your prayers.

Thank you for supporting Holy Trinity. As we move into the vacation season, please remember that
the parish doesn’t go on vacation for the summer just because some of us do. Keep supporting
Holy Trinity with your prayers, offerings, volunteering, and ideas for helping us obey the
Commandment of Love that Jesus gave us.

May the Peace of the Lord be always with you.

Mel Harriss
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Church
Financial
Report

March 2025 Tempo Financial Report
Bob Taylor, Treasurer

2025. The following table provides additional detailed summaries of the financial data:

Two months into our 2025 financial year is too early to detect definite trends or serious budgetary
issues. Income and expenses for both February and Year-to-date are several thousand dollars
behind with total expenses exceeding total income by $2,933.26 through the first two months of

February 28,2025 | February | February Actual Budgeted
Operating Finances Actual Budget Year-to Date Year-to-Date | Difference
Plate Offerings $3,504.65 | $6,000.00 $6,317.61 $12,000.00 ($5,682.39)
Pledge Offerings $35,200.84 | $40,500.00 $75,409.97 $81,000.00 ($5,590.03)
Total Income $40,644.24 | $48,500.00 $86,166.33 $97,000.00 | (810,833.67)
Expenses $41,680.74 | $48,500.00 $89,099.59 $97.,000.00 ($7,900.41)

Trinity Place Loan Balance, January 1,2025  $575.879.21
Trinity Place Loan Balance, February 28, 2025 $454,341.46
Parking Revenue (thanks to an energic parking committee) and generous gifts by Holy Trinity

particular blessing was a $100,000 gift in honor of Beth Kunkel for a principal only payment on
the loan.

parishioners greatly reduced the Trinty Place loan balance during the past two months. Of
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Growing in Christ

Growing in Christ
FAMILIES, YOUTH AND CHILDREN

What'’s Going On and Coming Up...

We continue to offer various opportunities for our families, youth and children to nurture
their spiritual growth. One of those ways is “First Sundays”, the 10:30 am Rite Il Children’s
Service is catered towards our younger children, offering a time for Mother Suz to
connect young minds to the liturgy of the day during the sermon.

This year at our Easter Children’s service, as per tradition, we will “Flower the Cross”.
Bring a flower to place in the cross that will be under the Bell Tower as you arrive, we will
have a small amount of flowers to provide. After the service, we will have our traditional
egg hunt, however this year, we will be using plastic prize filled eggs. If you would like to
donate egg fillers, please drop them off at the office during office hours or bring any
given Sunday by Sunday, April 13. We will have an egg filling day on Saturday, April 19 at
noon in the Parish Hall. Light snacks will be provided.

Please note that after April 13, our Children’s Church will be on break until August. This
has become necessary due to participation along with volunteer schedules. We will still
continue to offer Nursery throughout the year for K and under.

Be on the lookout for some exciting changes this Summer. We are making way for a
“Pray-Ground” coming in August. More information will be announced over the coming
months.

* Sunday, April 6; First Sunday 10:30am Children’s Service

» Sunday, April 13; Palm Sunday
Our Last Children’s Church until August
Youth Sunday (Youth to serve in the service)
Confirmand “Catch Up” following the 10:30 service

» Saturday, April 19- Egg Filling in the Parish Hall 12pm. Light snacks will be served.

» Sunday, April 20- Easter Sunday; 9 am Children’s service with flowering of the
cross. Egg hunt to follow

» Sunday, April 27- Canterbury Sunday; Parish Wide Full Breakfast at 9am

e Sunday, May 4- First Sunday Children’s Service with
Holy Baptism 10:30 am

. - Mother’s Day

e Sunday, May 18- High School Graduation Recognition at the 10:30 am service;
parish wide lunch to follow




Growing in Christ

FAMILIES,YOUTH AND CHILDREN

YOUTH NEWS!

Two of our youth attended the Diocesan event, Happening #92. Kathryn
Cauley and Mims Catherine McTigue attended this event at Camp Gravatt. If
you see them, make sure you ask them about their experience and what they
took away from it. This is such a wonderful experience for our youth. If you
would like to learn more and how your youth can attend along with other
opportunities, you can check out edusc.org.and look under formation for
children and youth.

There is an opportunity this summer, July 15-19, for 6th-12th grades to
attend a “Missions Camp”. This year EDUSC is arranging to use the facility at
Laurel Ridge Moravian Camp in Northwest NC, https://laurelridge.org located
above Boone, along with their tools and connections to have an Episcopal
Diocesan mission camp- where all participants will be youth groups from
EDUSC and we will do three days of work projects and have a program at
night, plus meals and lodging. There are hotel style bedrooms that share a
bath and a dining room/conference facility that does all meals etc. The
Moravians have provided a program at night and all the projects and
supplies to do light construction work in the communities around them.

Each youth group will need to bring their own adult chaperones and have
transportation. More information will be sent out soon. If you are interested
please contact Jerae.

We will have our regular “Wild Wednesdays” this summer. Once those
dates have been established, those will be communicated church wide.

We continue to encourage involvement with our families, children and
youth. If you are looking for ways to become involved or have your child
more involved, check out our bulletin board in the Parish Hall or our main
website. There are LOTS of opportunities to fit various preferences.

Looking Ahead...

e Sunday, June 1- First Sunday;Children’s Service 10:30 am
e Sunday, June 8- Pentecost- Service and picnic at St. Paul’s
e Sunday, July 6- First Sunday; Children’s Service 10:30 am






