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Keeping the Faith 

“The really holy ones, those who touch God, Benedict maintains, are who live well with those around them. They 

are just, they are upright, they are kind.” –Sister Joan Chittister, The Rule of Benedict: Insights for the Ages. 

My Dear Friends in Christ, 

Ten years ago, on June 1st, 2016, I began my time at Holy Trinity as your Rector by attending the Episcopal Day 

School end-of-year program and Red Bird graduation. At that time, Will was still in Charlotte, and the house we 

had rented in Pendleton was not yet available. I spent the first week in Clemson as an overnight host for Family 

Promise in the basement of the Parish Hall. What an introduction that was to Holy Trinity! I met the dozens of 

volunteers who fixed meals, organized activities for the children, and served as overnight hosts alongside me. I 

knew then that I had been called to a very special place. 

The years since then have been very full, and remembering the many challenges and difficulties we’ve encoun-

tered together makes my heart very full, as well. I know that when I came to you, I had much to learn about liv-

ing in a community of faith, and even more to learn about leading a community of faith. I have made mistakes 

along the way, and I am grateful for your tutelage in those powerful and necessary fruits of the Spirit: love, joy, 

peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness, and self-control. All of you have helped me to be-

come a better priest and person in my time here, and I am grateful for all the many lessons I’ve learned from 

you. 

Together we have endured bats in the Nave, road construction that made getting to Holy Trinity a never-ending 

adventure during one particular summer, and, of course, the trials of a global pandemic. Through it all, we have 

remained faithful and focused on the proclamation of the Good News of God’s love for the world as revealed in 

the person, life, ministry, sacrifice, resurrection, and ascension of Jesus Christ. I look forward to celebrating 10 

years of building resilience, loving God, and serving God’s world together. I am also thrilled to be welcoming 

Mtr. Gillian as a partner in ministry with us all.  

I think I am justified in believing that, together, we are becoming really holy ones as described by Joan Chit-

tister in the epigraph above. This is the kind of holiness that comes from enduring internal and external stress-

es with the commitment to live well with each other, with God’s help. You are just, you are upright, you are 

kind. 

Much love, Suz+ 
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Join Us in Worship! 
Regular Sunday Schedule 

8:00 AM: Holy Eucharist, Rite I 
 

10:30 AM: Holy Eucharist, Rite II 
(Livestreamed via Facebook and YouTube) 

 
5:00 PM at St. Paul's, Pendleton (First Sunday of the 

Month): Holy Eucharist, Rite I 
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Senior Warden’s Letter   June-July 2026 

 
Dearly Beloved Parishioners, 

As I mentioned in the last report, we have been blessed with the gift of a piece of 

real estate. The Vestry approved the sale at an assessed value of $260,000, and, 

through our agent, we were able to secure a buyer almost immediately. The buyer 

was willing to purchase it “as is”, saving us from some potentially costly repairs.  

The Vestry decided to apply $180,000 of the net profit of the sale toward our Trini-

ty Place loan, bringing our indebtedness down to the point where we can pay the 

loan off well ahead of schedule, thus saving us considerable interest charges. The 

income from parking that is used to service the loan can then be used for other pur-

poses, including our Statement of Mission (See Bob Taylor’s treasurer’s report).  

We have kicked off this year’s Mutual Ministry Study by asking the various committees and ministries of Holy 

Trinity to answer some questions about what activities have been most successful and what has not been so 

successful, what new activities they envision, and what barriers for the success of their current and proposed 

activities might exist. The goal is to obtain input from the groups by the end of May, at which time a small coor-

dinating committee will assemble a summary the responses, which will be provided to the vestry in June. There 

will be a special meeting of the vestry in July (replacing our regular meeting), in which the vestry and other 

group leaders will discuss the findings and create a prioritized implementation plan.  We will be providing a full 

report to the parish by the end of the summer. In the meantime, if you would like to see the form the commit-

tees are working with, or have any questions about the process, let me know. 

There has been much activity in the Church Yard of St. Paul’s under the leadership of Dr. Spencer Roberts of 

Clemson and his students. As featured in the last TEMPO, gravestone restorations have been underway. In addi-

tion, mapping of gravesites has been undertaken with the help of ground penetrating radar and other imagery. 

This could lead to more precise data for our own record-keeping. Also, the students may have discovered a his-

torical site on our property. All this activity has garnered local press coverage and much interest in our beloved 

historical church. For more information I suggest you contact Chris Heerwagen, who has been our liaison with 

the Clemson team. 

Our Junior Warden and sextons have been busy evaluating maintenance that needs to be done on our church 

and office area windows. Our sextons will tackle the office repairs, but we have had to get a contractor for the 

church repairs. The Rose Window is visibly leaking and there is deterioration in the trim of the south-facing 

stained-glass windows.  While we often think of our church building as new, it is now approximately 30 years 

old (the Rose window was installed in December 1995), and maintenance of this type is not unexpected. How-

ever, careful inspection can head off problems before they become more serious. Our sextons and Jr. Warden 

are committed to this. 

I hope to see you at our Pentecost picnic at St. Paul’s on the 24th of May and the celebration of Suz’s 10-year an-

niversary with Holy Trinity along with the welcome of our new associate rector, Gillian Barr, on May 31st.   

As always, I am available to answer any questions you have about church operations, finances or decisions be-

ing made by the vestry.             Yours in Christ, Hap Wheeler (wheeler@clemson.edu  864-506-6518 

mailto:wheeler@clemson.edu
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Clemson Students Receive Accolades for St. Paul’s 

Churchyard Project 

Dr. Spencer Roberts, Research Assistant Professor at Clemson University, and students enrolled in his 

Creative Inquiry Class were presented with a Resolution of Appreciation by the St. Paul’s Committee for 

their historic preservation work in the churchyard at St. Paul’s in Pendleton. The St. Paul’s Committee 

also honored Chris Heerwagen, our former Junior Warden, with a Resolution of Appreciation for his 

dedication and tireless service to the preservation efforts at St. Paul’s.   

In addition, an article and photos highlighting the work of Dr. Roberts and the Clemson 

students were published in a recent issue of Living the Reign, the official newsletter of the 

Episcopal Diocese of Upper South Carolina. Click the blue link above or scan the adjacent 

QR code to view. 

The article inspired two Upstate TV stations to visit the churchyard and interview Dr. Roberts and his 
students. Their coverage highlighted the unique nature of the project, which includes hands-on learning 
experience in a historical context that provides a unique service to the Church and the community.  If 
you missed the segments, you can view them at these blue links to WSPA and Fox Carolina.  

We are grateful for the work of Dr. Roberts and the Creative Inquiry students, as well as Chris 

Heerwagen and others, who have made a tremendous difference in helping us to preserve this historic 

Churchyard now and for generations to come. Stay tuned for more updates about our restoration ef-

forts. We hope to begin painting the exterior of the church in the near future.  

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Dr. Spencer Roberts and students enrolled in his Creative Inquiry 

Class were presented with a Resolution of Appreciation from the 

St. Paul’s Committee.  

The St. Paul’s Committee presented a Resolution of Appreciation 

to Chris Heerwagen, former Junior Warden, for his dedication to 

the restoration of St. Paul’s.  

https://www.edusc.org/blog/making-a-differenceone-tombstone-at-a-time/?utm_source=EDUSC+News+%28August+2024%29&utm_campaign=0b3455780e-EMAIL_CAMPAIGN_2024_10_03_06_50_COPY_01&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_-66d4c51f94-479348703
https://youtu.be/UUzRysYd0iY?si=_R8QRy-p1RkT8cAx
https://www.foxcarolina.com/video/2026/04/15/clemson-students-help-restore-graveyard-pendleton/
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Worship and Liturgy Notes for Summer 

Our worship schedule for summer began on the Day 

of Pentecost. This year, our one service each Sunday 

will begin at 10:30. We will resume our regular 

worship service August 2, the Sunday before most 

local school systems resume classes. We will have 

our usual First Sunday Children’s services on June 7 

and July 5, as well as the St. Paul’s 5:00 service on 

those days. 

On June 7, Mtr. Gillian will celebrate Holy Eucharist 

with us for the first time. We will be using Eucharist 

Prayer C, the “Star Wars Liturgy.” Our song of praise 

for the first weeks of summer will be Hymn 421 All 

glory be to God on high, a simple, metrical setting 

for a paraphrase of the familiar Glory to God in the 

highest. The Sanctus and Fraction for the same time period will be very familiar settings 

from Franz Schubert’s Deutsche Messe. 

Also in June, be sure to join us for the very special Evensong service on June 14th at St. Paul’s 

to kick of the Pendleton Foundation for Black History and Culture’s week of Juneteenth cele-

brations.  

The choir will continue to support our singing of hymns and provide an Offertory Anthem 

each Sunday through the month of June. Their summer hiatus begins July 5 and continues 

until August 16, when they return to grace our worship at 10:30 once again.  

The Season after Pentecost 

June 7 marks the change to green vestments and paraments (cloth adornment for our wor-

ship space, such as Bible markers on the pulpit). The Season after Pentecost is often called 

“the long, green season,” taking us through the summer months and well into the autumn.  

The overarching theme of the Season after Pentecost is the mission of the church in the 

world. Our readings from the Bible (appointed by the Revised Common Lectionary), the 

hymns we sing, and our prayers will reflect this theme. This is a good time to think about the 

mission and ministry of Holy Trinity—how we organize them for effectiveness, and how we 

support them with our time and financial offerings. It is also a good time to pray for God to 

lead us into vitality and health as a parish.  
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   Outreach—Mission Opportunities 
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Diocesan World Missions 
 
Our annual EDUSC World Missions Symposium was held on February 28 at Christ Church 
Greenville. Holy Trinity Clemson and Clemson University were well represented. Clemson 
Engineers for Developing Communities (CEDC) and their faculty advisor, David Vaughn, pro-
vided updates on their work to maintain the 
water system in Cange, the fish food aquacul-

ture project, and the oral hypertension initiative. The university 
was also represented by Drs. Lindsey Deaton and Scott Rawlings 
from the Department of Architecture + Health, who with their 
students are designing a Family and Community Center and new 
Hospital, both of which are desperately needed in Cange. Celeste 
Bundy and Harry Morse updated the group on a number of new 
education support initiatives with Education Equals Hope. Spe-
cial guest from Haiti included Dr. Didi Bertrand Farmer (Dr. 
Paul’s widow) and Loune Viaud former CEO of Zanmi Lasante 
(Partners in Health in Haiti). We also enjoyed presentations 
from Reginald Cean, the Partners in Agriculture coordinator, Dr. Bobby Ferle, the Medical Director of the Cange 
Hospital and Jean Jean Gracia, the Hospital Administrator. Our gathering was blessed by Bishop Richards and 
Mtr. Susan Hardaway from St. George’s Anderson. If you’d like to learn more about our work in Haiti or Ecuador, 
please contact Dr. Harry Morse or Serena DuBose who was also in attendance. Assorted photos are provided. 

Dr. Morse with Loune Viaud and Dr. Didi Bertrand 

Joyce Pipkin, Powell Hickman, and Serena Dubose Mtr. Susan Hardaway with Bishop Daniel Richards  

                                 Education Equals Hope David Vaughn introducing CEDC students. 
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This article is taken from a recent communication sent to the Outreach Committee from the 

Rev. Dr. Nath Briley, Executive Director of Family Promise of Pickens County.  

During the past four years, Family Promise as well as the churches who participated with Family Promise to 

house families on a rotating basis pre-COVID, prayerfully evaluated returning to that rotational shelter mod-

el. While many congregations remained supportive of the mission, it was recognized that the pandemic sig-

nificantly impacted churches’ capacity to host families on a regular basis. Though their mission remains un-

changed, to meet the immediate needs of families with children experiencing or at risk of homeless-

ness, and to partner with the community and local congregations to provide shelter, meals, and sup-

port that lead to self-sufficiency, through this discernment process, the Family Promise Board of Direc-

tors, has taken a new approach to housing the families in their charge. Presently: 

• They house one family in a home owned by Easley Presbyterian Church. 

• In partnership with Easley Presbyterian Church and Pickens County Habitat for Humanity, they are con-

structing a duplex on church property, which will house two families. 

• Easley First Baptist Church has purchased and renovated a home where another family is in transition. 

• They are currently housing two families in a local hotel. 

And finally, they continue conversations with Clemson 
United Methodist Church, Pickens Presbyterian Church, 
and other congregations about additional partnerships. 
The need in Pickens County remains high. As part of 

their ongoing discernment, they would like, eventually, 

to build two duplexes on Family Promise property, cre-

ating space for up to four families. These units would 

serve as shelter housing, while our additional proper-

ties would function as transitional housing. If any of you 

are called to support this excellent organization and 

their immediate projects, the duplex construction and 

kitchen renovations that will allow church groups to 

prepare and share meals onsite at the Family Promise 

property in Easley, you can donate directly to Family 

Promise of Pickens County. Or, if you’d like to enjoy a 

fun evening out with friends as part of your gift giving, 

keep an eye out for family-friendly fundraising events, 

such as their “Shuckin’ for Shelter, Oyster Roast” and 

their “Barn, Boots and Brews, Barn Dance and Silent 

Auction”. These events will be announced well in ad-

vance through TEMPO, HT Notes and the weekly bulle-

tin. 

Local Outreach Opportunities 
 

 

 

 

BabyRead®, a free program offered in Oconee County, needs 

volunteers to read with infants and toddlers and their moms 

and other caregivers. Reading books to these young children 

strengthens their language and communication skills and 

stimulates brain development. Your volunteer commitment 

would be approximately 2 hours twice a month. You would 

meet with the family for about an hour each time at a town 

or elementary school library. 

Baby Read will provide you with age-appropriate books that 

you can give to the child to take home each time you meet. 

BabyRead® buys these books each year for the children in 

Oconee County and the program is in critical need of finan-

cial assistance.  

To learn more  go to www.babyread.org  or scan the QR code 
above and click on the Volunteer button. You can also make a 
financial donation at their website or send a check to P.O. 
Box 944, Seneca, S.C. 29679.  

http://www.babyread.org


 

      12 

      S.A.M.E. (So All may eat) Garden 

Greater Output Expected with New Raised Beds 
 
This spring, volunteers at the SAME Garden re-

moved four of the original raised wooden beds, 
which had deteriorated with age over the past 10 years, and re-
placed them with a donation of twelve new corrugated metal beds.  
The new beds are expected to last five times longer and allow us to 
maximize the space available to increase our production of fresh 

vegetables for donation to Clemson Community Care (CCC). 

Our growing season is well underway! Over the past couple months, 

we have donated spinach, carrots, onions, peas, and collards to CCC. 
We recently planted a crop of tomatoes, peppers, turnips, potatoes, 
and cabbage, among others. We expect a bountiful harvest through-

out the year! 

For those of you who are new to Holy Trinity, the SAME Garden was 
founded approximately ten years ago by the late Dr. Beth Kunkel, a 

devoted member of our parish. She used her nutritional expertise 
and passion for growing fresh vegetables to help those in need in 

our community.  A small group of dedicated volunteers continue her 
legacy and keep the garden flourishing. Produce from the garden is donated to Clemson Community Care, our local food 
bank.   

Many thanks to three of our Canterbury students – 

James Lawrimore, Scotty Timms, and Emma Harrington 

– who pitched in to help assemble the new garden 

beds.  

Mother Suz, Anne Bryan, and Emma Harrington 

harvested 31 pounds of onions recently. 

Byron Harder and Mike Diemer shoveled and spread 

fresh soil into the new raised beds.  
Bottom Left: Mike Diemer 

takes a moment’s rest after 

preparing the new beds for 

planting.  

Volunteers meet most 
Thursday mornings at 9 
a.m., and at other times 
during the week and for 

special projects. For 
more information or to 

lend a hand, contact 
“Farmer Mike” (Michael 
Diemer) at 
864.590.4248 or beenex-

ploring@outlook.com. 

Bottom Right: Before 

starting their work, SAME 

Garden volunteers Michael 

Diemer, Anne Bryan, and 

Rebecca Diemer (not pic-

tured) join Mother Suz as 

she leads a prayer in cele-

bration of Rogation Day.   

mailto:beenexploring@outlook.com
mailto:beenexploring@outlook.com


  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Growing in Christ 
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 Community 

 

Holy Baptism 
 

Benji and Wesley 

Lyle received the 

Sacrament of Holy 

Baptism on The 

Day of Pentecost, 

May 24th, at St. 

Paul’s. 

 

Where Do Sunday’s Flowers Go? 

Every Sunday our altar is graced with a large bouquet of flowers that repre-

sent the beauty of creation. (Except during Advent and Lent, when there are 

no flowers adorning the altar.) Often, those flowers have been provided by 

donors who wish to honor a significant person or occasion, or to memorialize 

a departed loved one. Our altar flowers beautify our worship and serve as 

remembrances, but they do so much more, as well!  

Our Holy Trinity local chapter of the Daughters of the King, named for Mary 

Laib Moxley, take the altar flowers each month and break them down into 

smaller arrangements that are easily transported and suitable for display in 

hospital rooms, living rooms, and other places in homes and care facilities and are delivered to parishioners who are 

unable to join us in person or who might just need a bit of color to brighten their day. During the school year, two small 

bouquets adorn the Children’s Altar for Episcopal Day School chapel during the week and Children’s Church on Sun-

days. From there, those small bouquets are moved to restrooms and hallways around the church to create a welcoming 

atmosphere for visitors and members alike. 

So, you can see how a donation for Sunday’s altar flowers actually spreads joy and beauty for beyond the two hours of 

worship each week! If you would be interested in donating flowers on any Sunday, please stop by the Flower Donation 

Book that is located in the Narthex (the entry way of the church). You will receive an invoice from the church office 

following your chosen Sunday, and as you write the check, you have the satisfaction of knowing just how far that dona-

tion has traveled! 
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Town of Pendleton Honors Eric Naeseth 

Retired Colonel Eric Naseath  was recently honored by Sarah 

Stokowski, Mayor of the Town of Pendleton, for his service, 
leadership, and commitment to the remembrance of fallen 
Veterans.  Each year, Eric and other members of the Ameri-

can Legion in Pendleton help to ensure that Pendleton 
comes together for a Memorial Day observance. Eric also is a 
dedicated member of the St. Paul’s Committee and devotes 

countless hours to the care and preservation of the St. Paul’s 
Church and Churchyard. 

 
 

Lemonade Under the 

Belltower Begins June 7 
 

Volunteers Appreciated! 
 

 

We NEED volunteers 
to help with our sum-
mer fellowship. Each 
Sunday following the 
service, we will set up 
a small cart with lem-
onade and cookies 
under the Bell Tower. 

Please consider taking a Sunday or two. 
For further details, please contact Jerae, 
jwallace@holytrinityclemson.org.  

Thank you! 

GET READY! 
 

 

 

 

HT Notes is getting a makeover 

beginning with our next issue!  

Enjoy the content you love from the 

parish in a fresh, updated format. 

Stay tuned! 

mailto:jwallace@holytrinityclemson.org
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Birthdays & Anniversaries 
 June Birthdays:                                                                   

 1 – Harry Morse 

 2 – Connie Spencer 

 2 – Melissa Hawkins 

 3 – Isla Johnson 

 5 – Art Young 

 7 – Bill Teske 

 7 – Ellen Haase 

 7 – Danny Poole Jr.  

 7 – Leslie Evans  

 8 – Michael Cauley 

 8 – Mickey Harder 

 9 – Jim DeSellier 

 16 – James Gilmore 

 20 – Jim Snowden 

 20 – Josh Hawkins 

 23 – Dot Teske 

 24 – Judy Fairey 

 24 – Jody Hunter 

 26 – Carol Yardley 

 27 – Clem Watson 

 28 – James Beddow 

 29 – Bella Burch 

 29 -  Liam Evans 

 30 – Judy Eidson 

   

June Anniversaries: 

 3 – Lori & Justin Graham  

 6 – Jan & Jerome Cribb 

 8 – Emily & Andrew Baker 

 15 – Julie & Harry Morse 

 17 – Betty & Jim Snowden 

 27 – Tommye & Bill Hurst 

 27 – Ginny & Gary Gaulin 

  

July Birthdays:      

1 – Iris Reed     

2 – Kaitlyn Cox 

9 – Ed Hamilton 

10 – Al Mathiasen 

11 – Nancy Portnow 

14 – Lorelei De los Santos 

14 – Jaime Gilmore 

14 – Jordan Gilmore 

15 – Richard Hammond 

15 – Matthew DeSellier 

17 – Sally Morrell 

19 -  Michael Diemer 

20 – Tony Cieslak 

22 – Kathy Crouse 

23 – Ann Russell 

23 – Bob Taylor 

24 – Diana Manly 

25 – Kirby Colson 

29 – Peter Sparks 

31 – John Gilreath 

 

July Anniversaries: 

3 – Mary Ann & Bob Taylor 

16 – Beth & Danny Poole 

20 – Carol & Dawson Luke 

26 – Kathy & Jody Hunter 

28 – Margaret & John Nie-
man 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


